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Synopsis

Bridges over Water places the study of transboundary water conflicts, negotiation, and cooperation
in the context of various disciplines, such as international relations, international law, international
negotiations, and economics. It demonstrates their application, using various quantitative
approaches, such as river basin modeling, quantitative negotiation theory, and game theory.
Case-studies of particular transboundary river basins, lakes, and aquifers are also considered. This
second edition updates the literature on international water and in-depth analyses on political
developments and cooperation between riparian states. With an appended chapter on principles
and practices of negotiation, and a new case study on the La Plata Basin, this edition is a timely

update to the field of transboundary water studies.
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Customer Reviews

"There simply is no other book on the subject of shared waters that is as carefully tailored for its
multiple audiences as this. Scholars will appreciate its up-to-date survey of cutting edge research (to
which the authors themselves contribute regularly); policymakers will be grateful for its accessible
and applied nature; and teachers and students will value the design specifically for a 13-week
semester, with careful progression from the basics out to the frontiers of the field. Not only is the
multidisciplinary approach effective and well-integrated, the text is also readable and thoughtful, with

the supplementary material and models adding tremendous value. This second edition, enhanced



as it is with coverage of important advances in governance and treaty studies, simulations and
optimization, game theoretical approaches, as well as updates to the basins which are covered,
keep this on the must-have list for those in the field." -- Aaron Wolf, Director, Program in Water
Conflict Management and Transformation, Oregon State University "This volume offers a unique
approach to train people to understand that shared water resources management is not an area
where quick fixes work. In addition to serious investments in politics and finance, it needs people
who are appropriately trained to deal with the complexity of issues that require interdisciplinary
minds and solutions. This textbook covers the whole conundrum of transboundary water
management in an unprecedented manner: ranging from hydropolitics through international water
law, all the way up to the practical application of cooperative game theory. | would wholeheartedly
recommend this remarkable textbook to students, teachers and experts who are interested in
turning a potential conflict into a potential situation for cooperation, thereby building cooperation and
peace around, with, and by water. No less than the future of humanity depends on that." --Professor
Andras Szollosi-Nagy Rector, UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education Delft, The
NetherlandsReviews of the First Edition: "Is it true that water scarcity must lead to conflict? Might it
not lead to cooperation instead? How can conflict be avoided? How can cooperation be promoted?
This new book provides the answers to these questions -- or, if not the answers, the means for
finding the answers. It fills a large gap in the literature and will, | predict, become the standard text in
this important field." -- Scott Barrett, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International
Studies "No other book known heretofore presents such a wide and deep coverage of water issues
as this book has done. No other book has gone through such a comprehensive analysis of the
professional, technical, political and legal aspects of water and international water as the authors of
this book have collectively done. The combination of their talents and impressive track records and
backgrounds has produced a book that is unique in the literature on water. McCaffrey has outdone
his excellent previous works and so have the Dinars and McKinney. | congratulate each one of
them, and thank them for this precious contribution. The book is so valuable that it is a must for ALL
water and environment professionals, students and academicians. It is also a must for political
science and public policy students and practitioners." -- Munther J Haddadin, Author and Professor
of Water Resources, former Minister of Water and Irrigation Senior Jordanian Negotiator and Head
of Water Negotiating Team, Middle East Peace Process "Bridges Over Water is a valuable
contribution that helps fill the need for comprehensive textbooks on transboundary water conflict,
negotiation, and cooperation." --Environmental Change and Security Program"Although the book

has a wide scope and touches upon many fields of research, it is all very well presented in an



intuitive and logical order ... The book is to be recommended, not only because it is a very valuable
source of information; in addition, it uncovers many important gaps within this area of research, so
although it mainly claims to be a textbook, it is also a useful starting point for further studies." --
Journal of Peace Research "The detailed case studies of four major Asian river basins are
thoughtful and thorough. With coverage of the Mekong, Ganges, and Indus River Basins, and the
Aral Sea Basin, the reader appreciates the repeated applicability of this book’s conceptual
foundations. In addition to political complexities, the significance of geography, history, alternative
uses, and hydrologic details become immediately apparent in reading the case studies ... this book
is a valuable introductory survey of the political economy of international water, grounded in serious

and substantial case studies." --American Journal of Agricultural Economics

Bridges over Water places the study of transboundary water conflicts, negotiation, and cooperation
in the context of various disciplines, such as international relations, international law, international
negotiations, and economics. It demonstrates their application, using various quantitative
approaches, such as river basin modeling, quantitative negotiation theory, and game theory.
Case-studies of particular transboundary river basins, lakes, and aquifers are also considered. This
second edition updates the literature on international water and in-depth analyses on political
developments and cooperation between riparian states. With an appended chapter on principles
and practices of negotiation, and a new case study on the La Plata Basin, this edition is a timely

update to the field of transboundary water studies.
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